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Idnce of this body the result of conception, or
was it merely accidental ? t

Dr. BRTGHT thought the Society would be
obliged if Dr. Lee would state the diagoos-
tic marks between true and false corpora
lutea. In the examination of the bodies of
females these appearances were constantly
observed ; in persons, too, of the most nn-
blemished character ; it therefore became
very desirable to be able to form a correct
diagnosis regarding the nature of these ap-
pearances.

Dr. ROBERT LEE stated, that at the close
of his paper he had described the characters
of true and false corpora lutea. In some
cases of the latter, or false, the appearance
was produced by a thickening of the two
coats of the Graafian vesicle. This was
most frequently observed to be the case in
the ovaria of persons advanced in life ; and
sometimes several of these bodies were met
with in the same ovarium. The yellow ap- 
pearance was, here, neither around nor
within the Graafian vesicle, but was pro-
duced by the morbid condition of its coats.
In the greater number, however, of false cor-
pora lutea, the yellow appearance was pro-
duced by btood, which had been poured out
into the cavity of the Graafian vesicle, and
having become partially absorbed, had as-
sumed the peculiar yellow, or fawn colour,
which blood, found within the cavities of
obstructed veins, was observed to assume, a
fact particularly remarked by Dr. Montgo-
mery. Generally, too, false corpora lutea
were either larger or smaller than the true
ones resulting from impregnation ; they were
also found deeper in the substance of the
ovarium than were the latter. The most
importHnt diagnostic mark, however, be-
tween the true and false corpora lutea, con-
sieted in the fact, that in the true body the
yellow substance was invariably situated
around the two coats of the Graafian vesicle;
whereas, in the false corpus it was situated
trithiu the cavity of the vesicle.. The colour,
also, of the true corpus luteum was a pecu-
liar orange, quite unlike the yellowish-red
brick-dnst colour, characteristic of the false
body. If the relation which the true corpus
luteum bore to the Graafian vesicle, given in
the paper, and illustrated in the drawings
and preparations, were the correct one, then
we were in possession of a certain test, by
which we might distinguish the real charac-
ter of the bodies under discussion.

THE CASE OF A GIRL WHO VOIDED FROM THEURETHRA A NUMBER OF ENTOZOOTIC WORMS, 
NOT HITHERTO DESCRIBED; WITH AN AC-
COUNT OF THE ANIMALS.

By T. B. CURLING, Esq., Assistant-Surgeon to
the London Hospital.

The patient is 6re years of age, and is not
suffering, as far as the author could asm-
tain, from any disease of the bladder or kid-

neys. She first passed some of the entozoa
in question on the 26th of May last, and
continues to do so occaionally to the pre.
sent time, which enabled the author to ex-
hibit some of them alive to the Fellows pre.
sent, by the aid of a microscope. When
first voided they float separately, ia the
urine, but in a short time they coalesce, and
coil themselves together, in the form of a
ball, at the bottom of the vsset. If allowed
to remain in the arine they live for two or
three days. They are of two sizeR, the larger
being more numerous than the former. Hav-
ing discovered, by reference to Rudolphi’s
64 Synopsis," and other works on the sub-
ject, that the entozoa in question had not
been hitherto described, the author enters
into a minute description of its characters,
and illustrates his description by magnified
representations of the male and female, as
seen ia the microscope. From this descrip-
tion,* those who are conversant with the
structure of the entozoa will recognise a
true hematoid structure. These worms,
however, differ from all the known genera
of this class, in possessing several pecu.
liarities of structure, especially a well-
marked anoulated body, an anat aperture
of a labiated form, and a tegument armed
throughout with the spines. Referring it,
therefore, to the order hematoidea of Rudol-
phi, he thus describes its characters:-- 

Genus Dactylius.
Corpus teres elasticum, annuiatum et

utrinque attenuatum, caput obturium, o.

orbiculare, anus trilabiatuus.
Dactylius Aculeatus.

Capite obtuso, tuto corpore aculeorum
serie quadrttptiei armato, caud&agrave; obtusa et
aanulata. Habitat in hotumis vesica uri-
nari&aacute;.

Dr. BRIGHT inquired whether any mem-
ber recollected a case analogous to the ono

detailed, and which had been recorded in
the Society’s Transactions, by Mr. Law-
rence.

Mr. CURLING had read the case referred
to by Dr. Bright. In this case the patient
had been in the habit of voiding two kinds

of insects from the urinary bladder, but they
were distinctly different from those observed
in his (Mr. C.’s) case. In Mr. Lawrence’s

case the substances voided had been exa-

mined by Rudolphi, of Berlin, who con-
sidered that only one of the kinds was

organised ; but he (ilr. C.) and Dr. A. Farrehad since carefully examined them, and

found them both to be undoubtedly organis-ed. It was due to Rudolphi to atate, how-
ever, that when he received the ineects they
had been some time in spirit, and had be-
come opaque. The old woman who was
the subject of this rase was still an inmate
of St. Sepulchre’s Workhou$e, and was now

11 It ia omitted in the abstract.&mdash;Rp.
LANCET.
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in the habit of passing the larger kind
of insects: these were five or six inches
long, and had been proved to be organised
both by Mr. Owen and Dr. Farre. In his
own (Mr. C.’s case, there was no reason to
suspect that the insects were voided from
the kidney, no symptom indicative of disease
of that organ being present. 

REMARKS ON THE ACUTE FORM OF ANASAR-

COUS SWELLING OF THE SCROTUM.

By R. LISTON, Esq., Surgeon to the North
London Hospital.

The object of the author in this paper is
to direct attention to the diagnosis of cases
of infiltration of the scrotum with serous

fluid, which is often as rapid in its origin,
and as calamitous in its consequences, as
the effusion of urine itself. Six cases occur-

ring in the author’s public practice are re-
lated. with the view of enabling the sur-

geon to form a correct opinion of the nature 
of the mischief, and of directing his proceed-
inzs prnperly and satisfactorily.

Sir B. BRODIE said that it was undoubtedly
occasionally adBisah)e to divide the scrotum
by free incisions in these cases. In some
cases of a similar description, however, in
the early stages, simple acupuncture, re-

peated three or four times daily, was suffi- 
Icient to effect a cure. 

Mr. STAFFORD had employed acupuncture
in some cases of this kind, in the early stage, 
with complete success.

Thi4a being the last meeting of the ses-

sion the Society adjourned until November
next.

The Reporter of this Journal is not an-
swerahle for the occasional meagreness of
the abstracts, which, as in the last one of
the present report, as well as in many others
during the session, have given no s’itisfac-
tory idea of the original paper. To ensure a

proper notice in the journals, authors should
make their own abstracts. and forward them
to the Society with their papers.

The Wonders of Geology. By G. A. MAN-
TELL, Esq., L.L.D., F.R.S. Relfe and

Fletcher, London, 1839. Third edition.

The Wonders of Geology. By G. A. MAN-
TELL, Esq., L.L.D., F.R.S. Relfe and

Fletcher, London, 1839. Third edition.

WE hae ever felt a peculiar satisfaction in
bestowing that notice on the labours and

the writings of Dr. Mantell -.-.hich their im.
portance and success have so amply de-

served, not only because we have considered
such attention due to their distinguished
and gifted author, but because we have felt
them to be intimately connected with medi.
cal science, and the honour aad the welfare
of the medical profession.
Our readers are aware that we have long

and perseveringly contended for an exten-

sive range of study as indispensable for the
completion of a sound medical edncation,
and have vindicated the necessity of the
student acquiring a due knowledge of those
physical sciences which constitute the very
basis of medical knowledge and skill. It
has too long been the boast and the shelter
of ignorance, echoed and re-echoed by the
old women of both sexes, that " illr. So.
and-so must be a clever doctor, because he
knows only his profession." Such an asser-

tion, in itself, amounts to a confession of
ignorance, since he who is enlightened only
on one subject must, of course, be in the
dark on all others; while our own science,
as every tyro is aware, far from consisting
of any single branch, any isolated’ depart-
ment of knowledge, is formed, in fart, of a
cycle of studies, all distinct from each other,
all requiring different kinds of discipline for
their attainment, but all based on the inves-
tigations into Nature, and all determined

by the observation of her laws. So essen-
tial do we consider an extensive course of
instruction to the best interests of the medi-
cal profession that we hope to see the day
when a due proficiency in science shall be
made an indispensable requisite for prac-

tising even the lowest departments of the
healing art, and when every druggist shall
be required to be somewhat more than the
mere vendor of drugs, and shall be com-

pelled to prove his acquaintance with the
chemical agencies concerned in the produc-
tion of those substances which he is daily
called on to dispense, and which ought
never to be entrusted to ignorant and inex-
perienced hands. Entertaining these views
we have ever had a peculiar gratification in
paying our tribute to the author of the work
before us, who has nobly spurned the tram-
mels of prejudice and ignorance; has had
the courage to be a philosopher ; and has
not only acquired a distinguished fame in
science, but has adorned and elevated the
character of the medical profession itself,
by the importance of his discoveries and the
brilliancy of his scientific reputation.
On the appearance of one of his former

works some four or five years since, that on
the Geology of the South-east of England,
we spoke of his researches and discoveries
as we conceived they deserved, and cited
him as afrording an example worthy the
imitation of all his professional brethren,
and as farnishing a signal proof that active
professional occupation in a busy country


